Whittington Parish Council
Draft Minutes Parish Council Meeting  Monday 18th May 2026  in Whittington Village Hall
Following the Annual Parish Council Meeting
Clerk: Gillian Newton, 14 Marton Drive, Bare, Morecambe, LA4 6RB. 07773678608      clerk@whittington-pc.gov.uk 
Agenda &  Minutes of meetings available on the noticeboards, by request from the Clerk and at https://www.whittington-pc.gov.uk/                 Audit details by request and whittington-pc.gov.uk/other-documents/
Present – Councillors Colin Hall, Malcolm Fell, David Hutton, Janet Preston, County Councillor Shaun Crimmins, City Councillor Ross Hunter, the Clerk Gillian Newton and 2 members of the public.
1774 No apologies for absence were received.
1775 Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 16th March 2026 signed as a true record by Cllr Hall.
1776 Clerk’s report – Vacancy of replacement Clerk following retirement of Gillian Newton whose last meeting shall be January 2027. Clerks & Councils Direct Issue 165 www.CLERKSANDCOUNCILSDIRECT.CO.UK Email clerkscouncils@btinternet.com 
1777 PACT.  No crimes reported during February. The link to local crime figures available at https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/lancashire-constabulary/upper-lune-valley/?tab=CrimeMap Tel: 101 for non-emergencies, or from an internet connected mobile, 112. Download https://what3words.com/about-us/ to identify your exact location eg: bus stop at village hall is surprises:splashes:printers
1778 [bookmark: _Hlk487030491]Finance
a) AGAR Certificate of exemption (page 3) agreed by Cllrs and signed by Chair & Clerk
b) AGAR Contact details no different to last year
c) AGAR Annual Internal Audit Report (page 4) completed by Anne Pettifor
d) [bookmark: _Hlk101520051]AGAR Section 1 Annual Governance Statement (page 5) to be read, agreed by Cllrs and signed by Chair and Clerk
e) AGAR Accounting Statements (page 6) agreed by Cllrs and signed by Chair and Clerk
f) AGAR Variances agreed by Cllrs
g) AGAR Bank reconciliation agreed by Cllrs
h) AGAR Notice of public rights & publication of Annual Governance & Accountability Return to be displayed on noticeboards
i) Financial Regulations 2026 agreed by Cllrs
j) Receipts & Payments and Bank Reconciliation agreed by Cllrs
k) Transparency requirements – all items of expenditure above £100 identified
l) Register of Assets completed by the Clerk.
m) Online banking now available, statements available online. Card Reader to be stored with the Clerk. 
n) CHEQUE 765 £10.00 Anne Pettifor Internal Audit completed agreed by Cllrs.
o) CHEQUE 766 £8.80 G.Newton Clerk’s expenses – stationery – paper agreed by Cllrs
p) CHEQUE 767 £541.59 Clear Insurance Management Ltd – Annual Insurance renewal agreed by Cllrs
q) CHEQUE 768 £70.63 LALC annual subscription agreed by Cllrs
r) CHEQUE 769 £180.00 payable to “Cash to Gillian Newton for” Gardening Competition; Cllrs sign bottom right AND through crossed section. agreed by Cllrs
s) Precept remittance by BACS Ref: rci11160340 0f £6,820.00 as requested
t) Standing order Clerk’s quarterly wages £400.00 for 6th April agreed by Cllrs
u) Standing order HMRC PAYE £124.00 18th April agreed by Cllrs
v) Direct Debit £36.96 GoCardless Easy Website 1st April and 1st May agreed by Cllrs
Current account as of 31.03.26 £4,246.10            Bonus Saver Account as of 31.03.26 £150.13
1779 Planning	
26/00144/LB Listed building application for the installation of replacement windows and front door for Dr and Mrs Carapeto, 1 Croft View, Main Street, Whittington, LA6 2NX Application withdrawn
26/00054/FUL Resurfacing of an existing agricultural track for Edward Mackereth, Whittington Farm, Main Street, Whittington, LA6 2NX Application refused
26/00152/FUL Erection of a first floor extension for Mr and Mrs Gibbons, Winlea, Main Street, Whittington, LA6 2NY Application permitted
26/0044/TPO Felling of 1 Holly and 1 Lime tree for Mrs Melanie Schofield, 3 Rectory Gardens, Church Street, Whittington, LA6 2NS Application permission granted
26/00386/LB Listed building application for the repair and refurbishment of windows to the front/side elevations, installation of replacement window to rear elevation and replacement door for Dr and Mrs Carapeto, 1 Croft View, Main Street, Whittington, LA6 2NX Application awaiting decision
[bookmark: _Hlk487030701]Planning applications available for public viewing at http://planapps.lancaster.gov.uk/publicaccess/ 
1780 Correspondence - LALC/NALC  Lancaster Area Committee meeting 11th May 19:00 Morecambe Town Hall. Lancaster City Council City Cllr Ross Hunter reported the closure of Vale View Day Centre currently under review; possibility that Upper Lune Valley will join into the 3 District Model with Blackpool.
[bookmark: _Hlk66270219]Lancashire County Council County Councillor Shaun Crimmins reported there is to be a shuffle round at County, Hall, SEND Special Educational NeeDs, currently under a fortnight intensive OFSTED inspection; Increase in government funding for potholes, etc.; The recent PEER review states “Room for Improvement”; Issue of Consumer Alerts for April & May sent electronically and displayed on noticeboards. Highways Defects Reporting Procedure forwarded electronically and displayed on noticeboards and on the website. Road Safety updates poster 2025 Road Closure – Robraine from outside No. 23 Robraine to the junction with Church Street from 09:30 Thursday 28th May until 15:00 Friday 29th May for telecoms pole maintenance Openreach.
1781 Traffic issues report https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/roads-parking-and-travel/report-it/ or https://lovecleanstreets.info/report 
“Please Slow Down” sign STILL missing at Docker reported 16/3/26 Ref: 5412114; 
“Chevron” signs damaged on Sellet Mill corner reported 17/3/26 Ref: 5414895; 
30mph sign missing coming into the village at Newton side reported 17/3/26 Ref: 5414886.
Verges at Docker, particularly on junctions, cut when little growth, will need cutting again through summer. Coneygarth Lane reported ref: 5486163; Newton Holme Lane reported ref: 5486218. United Utilities Burrow Mill Lane, confirmation works completed. Speed Enforcement Lune Valley Email forwarded electronically and displayed on noticeboards and on the website.
Petition proposal for 40mph along B6254 – Cllr Preston. 
1782 Electronic communication update. Contact village newsletter Email whittington@btinternet.com Cllrs not required though can opt to have their own .gov.uk Email address at £2.20 per month per Email via EasyWebsite. EasyWebsite improvements, Email forwarded. Thankyou from Tim Preston for return of wallet found on Church Street. Proposed IT Policy
1783 Footpath linking Church towards Village Hall – Cllr Hall to report at next meeting
1784 Lune Valley Ramble – working party to be organised and maintenance completed.
1785 People’s Emergency Briefing in Lancaster (14.4.26)
1786 Keep Britain Tidy “There’s no such thing as the Dog Poo Fairy” Email and information forwarded.
1787 Whittington Gardening Competition – Hanging Baskets, Container & Tubs and Front Garden.
Prizes 1st £30; 2nd £20; 3rd £10 = £180. Judged during summer months. Prizes awarded at Summer Event.
1788 Business introduced by Councillors
a) Cllr Woollard reported the 2 benches owned by the Parish Council have been painted.
b) Cllr Preston reported the 2 way speed monitoring had been set up on the SpIDs, statistics available next meeting.
c) Cllr Fell informed the meeting of his retirement.

Date of next meeting Monday 20th  July in Whittington Village Hall at 7.00pm
Preceded by a public meeting at 6.45pm

Dates of meetings 2026	Mondays 21st  September and 16th  November
Dates of meetings 2027
Mondays 18th January; 18th March; 17th May; 19th July; 20th  September and 15th November

Cheques signed this month by Cllrs Hall and Hutton
 765 	£10.00		 Anne Pettifor Internal Audit completed agreed by Cllrs.
766	 £8.80 		G.Newton Clerk’s expenses – stationery – paper agreed by Cllrs
 767 	£541.59 	Clear Insurance Management Ltd – Annual Insurance renewal agreed by Cllrs
768 	£70.63 	LALC annual subscription agreed by Cllrs
769 	£180.00	 payable to “Cash to Gillian Newton for” Gardening Competition;
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